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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DACCA 2380 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EAID, BG, CU, VIETNAM 

SUBJECT: BANGLADESH TRADE WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 

REF: A. STATE 091468 B. DACCA 1762 

WE INTERPRET PARA 2, REFTEL (A) TO MEAN BANGLADESH 
MAY TRADE WITH CUBA WITHOUT RISKING INELIGIBILITY UNDER 
PL-480 TITLE I IN ACCORDANCE WITH WAIVER GRANTED IN 
1976. UNLESS WE HEAR TO THE CONTRARY BY MAY 12, WE 
WILL SEND A LETTER TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
WHICH WOULD READ, IN PART, AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE UNDER 
THE PRESENT PL-480 TITLE I LEGISLATION, TRADE WITH 
EITHER CUBA OR VIET NAM WOULD RENDER A COUNTRY INELI- 
GIBLE FOR ASSISTANCE. A WAIVER HAS BEEN GRANTED 
TO BANGLADESH PERMITTING TRADE WITH CUBA BUT THIS 
DOES NOT APPLY TO TRADE WITH VIET NAM. FOR YOUR IN- 
FORMATION, LEGISLATION PRESENTLY BEFORE THE U.S. HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES WOULD DELETE THESE PROHIBITIONS ON 
TRADE WITH CUBA AND VIET NAM. ALSO, FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION THERE ARE NO OTHER COUNTRIES WITH WHICH 
TRADE IS PROHIBITED BY THE FAA OR PL-480. END QUOTE. 
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